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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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'  UNITED  stat::s  department  of  aGRICULTUBE 

DIRECTOR  0?  IHFOPJ/aTIOIT 
KaSHII-IGTON 

January.  PH,  19^?,  , 

M_  I  B  R  A  T 

OFFICE  OF  IIIFOKiATION  MEMORaNDUI^  NO.  I9      '  . 

Policy  on  Goyernnent  Publication^of  InfjDjnnatiqn  •■..-V   pfg  1  1  >j«r2  ^.^ 
Relating  to  Letting  of  Procure''nent  Contracts  and  Qther 

Matters  |       C&pftrtment  of  Agricuture 

I  send  attached  copy  of  a  statement  issued  "by  the  Committee  on  War  Information 
in  order  to  set  forth  government-wide  policy  with  regard  to  f^overnnent  -oublica- 
tion  of  information  relating  to  the  letting  of  procurem'~-nt  contr^.cts  and  simi- 
lar matters. 


Information  hf^ads  of  the  agencies  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  should  study 
carefully  this  -oolicy  statement  and  aririly  it  in  the  handling  of  matter  which 
it  is  nrotJoscd  to  issue  to  the  pulDlic.     A  ch-^ck  with  resDect  to  conformity 
to  this  "Dolicy  will  "bf  maintaini=^d  also  "by  the  Office  of  Information  on  all 
materials  clearing  through  this  office. 

The  "Dolicy  state'':rnt  should  "be  circulated  to  all  officers  of  agencies  who  is- 
sue inforr.^tion  in  the  field,  with  instructions  for  conforming  with  the  ■Dolicy 

The  follo'-'ing  comments  on  the  armlicahili ty  of  the  iDolicy  of  Department  of  Ag- 
griculturp  oDer^tions  m^^y  he  useful  to  your  "O'^'O'ole  in  Washington  and  in  the  field: 

The  gf^ner^^l  colicy  set  forth  in  ■oaragr-'oh  numbered  1  of  the  statement  by  the 
Committer  on  V/cir  Information  should  he  followed  in  considering  whether  to  issue 
or  to  withhold  or  to  /^.odify  the  customary  form  of  issuance  of  all  material 
sent  to  the  -oublic  by  this  Demrtm.ent  which  might  contain  information  that 
would  be  of  use  to  thf^  enem.y.    The  general  t)olicies  here  stated  ar>'!:)ly  cross 
the  whole  r-^nge  of  our  information  out"Dut.  don't  Wcant  to  have  an  attitude 

of  indiscrim.inate  su"or)ression  and  withholding  of  information;  on  the  other  hand 
vrp  can't  go  on  with  "business  as  usual"  in  our  information  work  during  war  tim.e* 
We  must  be  r.iivp  in  the  handling  of  our  -oublic  information  activities  to  the 
necessity  for  withholding  matt^^r  which  is  not  essential  to  the  v;ar  effort  of 
the  "oeo-olr  of  the  United  States  and  vfhich  m.ight  be  of  use  to  the  enemy. 

The  paragr^.TDh  nu-^bered  2  indicates  to  me  that  we  should  not  give  out  specific 
inf-^rmation  ab'^ut  our  activities  in  the  neighborh'od  of  and  services  to  indus- 
trial centf^rs  ".nd  war  establishments  vrhich  ''ight  indicate  exact  location  of 
such  est^blish^'-ents .     For  exa^rile,  information  on  •orovision  of  central  electric 
current  sup-oly  or  "obile  generators  by  the  REA  for  sioecific  cantonments  orobably 
should  hot  henceforth  be  issued;  nor  should  information  about  the  specific 
loct'tions  of  defens.-  and  war  housing  activities  carried  on  by  FSA.    a  num.ber  01 
other  pxa^-nles  might  be  mentioned  but  those  will  serve  to  indicate  the  general 
lines  of  Depfrtment  infor'^ation  affected  by  the  second  p^rrgrar)h  of  the  policy, 
st^^tement . 

PciraTr^TDh  numbered     ,  sub"DaragraT)h  lettered  (a),  again  indicates  nrr-d  f"r  care 
in  issuing  t'^  the   Teneral  ■oublic  informati'^n  ab^ut  the  st)ecific  locations  'jf 
new  services  undertaken  by  Department  agencies  on  behalf  of  w^^r  industry  centers, 
■olr^nts.  T  -ilitary  n.nd  naval  establishments. 

As  I  rend  the  statemr-nt,  the  sub-narf^.grarjhs  lettered  (b),  (c),  and  (d)  mo-pl^/'  only 
-Tenerally  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Attachment 


M^rsp  Salisbury 
Dirpct'^r  of  Inf -t"!-'^ tion 


